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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 ;98 ? the references listed on the enclosed Form PTCM449 
and/or Substitute Form FTO-1449 (**Form 1449") are submitted for consideration by the 
Examiner in the examination of the above-iden titled patent application. 

The full consideration of the references in their entirety by the Examiner is respectfully 
requested and encouraged,. Also,, it is respectfully requested: that the references he entered into 
the record of the present application and that the Examiner initial the appropriate area on the 
enclosed Form 1449, thereby indicating the Examiner's consideration of each of the 
references. 

The submission of the references listed on the Form 1449 is for the purpose of providing a 
complete record and is not a concession that the references listed thereon are prior art to the 
invention claimed in the patent application. The right is expressly reserved to establish m 
invention date earlier than the above-identified filing dale in order to remove any reference 
submitted herewith as prior art should it be deemed appropriate to do so. 

Further, the submission of the references is not to be taken as a concession that any reference 
represents art that is relevant or analogous to the claimed invention. Accordingly, the right to 
argue that any reference is not properly within the scope of prior art relevant to an 
examination of the claims in the above-identified application is also expressly reserved. 

The Information Disclosure Statement is being filed: 

PI within any one of the following time periods: (a) within three months of the filing 
date of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 
37 CFR 1 .53(d); (b) within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1,491 of an International application; (e) before the mailing date 
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of a first Office Action on the merits; or (d) before the mailing of a first Office Action 
after the fi ling of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14. 

j | Note: This submission includes the Statement under 37 CFR 1.704(d) (see 
"Statement under 37 CFR I ,764(d)- > beiow) J :$ueh that no reduction in patent 
term adjustment is warranted by the filing of this In formation Disclosure 
Statement. 

after (a:)> (b) s (c) or. (d) above, hut before the mailing date of a final action under 
37 CFR 1 A 1 3 ? a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1 ,3 I L or an action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and includes one of: 

□ the Statement under 37 CFR i .97(e) (see ^Statement under 37 CFR 1 .97(e) 
below). 

[ " 1 Note: This submission includes the Statement under 37 CFR L 704(d) (see 
^Statement under 37 CFR 1 .704(d) 5 - below), such that no reduction in patent 
term adjustment is warranted by the filing of this information Disclosure 
Statement. 

- or - 

M the fee of SI 80 set forth in 37 CFR 1 T7(p) (see "Fees" belo w). 

[ 1 on or after the mailing date of a final action under 37 CFR 1 .113 or a Notice of 

Allowance under 37 CFR 1,31 1, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the 
application, and on or before payment of the issue fee, and includes, the Statement 
under 37 CFR 1.97(e) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1 .97(e)" below), and the fee of 
$ 1 80 as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . X 7(p) (see ^Fees" below). 

Q on or after the mailing date of a Notice of A llowance under 37 CFR I -31 U and on or 
before pavrnent of the issue fee, and wit hin thirty days of rece i v i ng each item of 
information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement, and includes the 
Statement under 37 CFR 1.704(d) (see "Statement under 37 CFR 1.704(d)" below), 
and the foe of $3 80 as set forth in 37 CFR i T7(p) (see sl Fees" below). NOTE: This is for 

original applications except applications 1 or a design patents -filed on or after May 29. 2000. wherein a 
paper containing only an Information Disclosure Statement in compliance with 37 CFR ! .97 arid J. 98 
is being filed 

Citation to Other Patent Applications 

j~j The following U.S. patent applications are hereby brought to the attention of the 

Examiner. The U.S. patent applications cfaim subject matter that may be considered 
by the Examiner to be simitar to the subject matter claimed in the above-identified 
patent application. Accordingly, these LIS, patent applications and/or the prosecution 
pertaining thereto may include information considered to be material to the 
prosecution of the above-identified patent application. Since the Examiner has 
electronic access to the prosecution histories of these U.S. patent applications, copies 
of prosecution materials therefrom are not provided herewith, but will be promptly 
provided i f the Exam iner so desires and requests same. 
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j U.S. APPLICATIONS 


STATUS (check one) 


U.S. APPLICATIONS 


U.S. FILING DATE 


Patented 


Pending 


Never Issued; 
Abandoned/expired 


L 

— 
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_ _ _ : 









Copies of the References 

Copies of any U&, patents and published patent applications that are listed on the 
accompany ing Form 1449 are not enclosed herewith. Copies of any other references 
identified on the accompanying Form 1449 are enclosed herewith. 

For each reference not in the English language, attached is at least one of the 
following: (a) an English translation in whole or in part or (b) a concise statement of 
relevance in the form of, for example, an English language counterpart, an English- 
language abstract, or an Engiish4anguage version of the search report or action by a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application indicating the degree of 
relevance found by the foreign office. 



u 



The references listed ori the enclosed Form 1449 were previously identified in the 
parent application(s) of the present application, and copies of the references were 
furnished at thai time. Accordingly, additional copies of the references are not 
submitted herewith, so as not to burden the file with duplicate copies of references. 
The Examiner is respectfully requested to carefully review the references in 
accordance with the. requirements set out in the Manual of Patent Examining 
Procedure. In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .98(d), the details of the parent application's) 
relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 USC 120 in which copies of the 
references were previously furnished are set out below: 



j U.S. APPLICATIONS 


STATUS (check one) 


j U.S. APPLICATIONS \ US FILING DATE 


Patented 


Pending 


Abandoned 


n 1 H 

^ . — . — — ! — .- — ^- 
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Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e) 



The undersigned hereby states that each item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in- any communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign pateni application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 



□ 



ic 



The undersigned hereby states that no item of information contained in xh 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign patent application^ and, to the kno wledge of the 
undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was known to. any individual designated ir 
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37 GFR 1 ,5 6(e) more than three months prior to the filing of the Information 
Disclosure Statement, 



Statement under 37 CFR L704{d) 

The undersigned hereby states that each item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart application and that this communication was not 
received by any individual designated in 37 GFR J .56(c) more than thirty days prior 
to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 



ees 



No fee is owed by the appilcant(s), 

Charge Deposit Account Mo. 12-1216 in the amount of $180.00 (37 CFR U7(p)), 



ion to Coarge 

I f any additional fees are owed in connection with this communication, please charge 
Deposit Account No, 12-12 16. 



instructions as to Overpayment 



Credit Account No, 12*1216. 
Refund 



Date: May 25, 20! 1 



Si 



jxxlm Leigh Bueil RegT^a 65,696 
LEY DIG , VOIT & MA YER, LTD, 
Two Prudential Plaza, Suite 4900 
1 80 North Stetson Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 -6731 
(31 2) 61 6-5600 (telephone) 
(3 12) 616-5700 (facsimile) 
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